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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
In an increasingly interdependent world, teachers, school administrators and curriculum supervisors must cooperate in preparing students 
for world citizenship.  The ability to communicate in languages other than English, as well as to understand other customs, traditions and 
points of view are important components of a global perspective.  Fostering that ability is the special responsibility of World Languages 
teachers.  Communication skills in a language other than English provide an understanding of the culture and peoples of the world.  The World 
Languages Program of Parsippany-Troy Hills believes that second language proficiency is an important component in the education of today’s 
students as they prepare for a productive and rewarding life.  The main goals of today’s World Language classroom, therefore, are first the 
acquisition of the ability to communicate in everyday situations and the workplace and second, an awareness of the many cultures of the 
Italian-speaking world. 
 
In addition to the practical application of communication skills, the benefits derived from the study of a second language are many and 
contribute to the attainment of our goals for elementary and secondary education by: 
 

• fostering a sense of humanity and friendship 
• increasing a student’s adaptability to different environments and modes of acting and thinking 
• developing an understanding of thinking patterns, cultures and social institutions of other peoples 
• giving insights into the human mind and language itself 
• preparing students for a world in which nations and peoples are increasingly interdependent 
• developing skills and habits that are inherent in the learning process and that result in creative inquiry, critical thinking and self-

reflection 
• helping students to be empathetic by increasing their sensitivity to and understanding of the language, values, customs and 

traditions of others  
• enabling them to discover and examine their own personal values 
• being an additional asset to professional advancement 

 
This course was developed as a result of the State of New Jersey initiative to implement Core Curriculum Content Standards for World 
Languages. 
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RATIONALE 
 
The World Languages Program of Parsippany-Troy Hills is a sequential grade 6-12 program that is based upon specific proficiencies that were 
developed as a result of a national movement that, in turn, became the basis for the proficiencies and standards agreed upon by the State of 
New Jersey.  It is to be noted, however, that these proficiencies should not be thought of as the acquisition of specific points of grammar or 
vocabulary, but as tasks that the student can accomplish in the language studied.  They, in turn, become the foundation upon which we base 
our scope and sequence of instruction.  The proficiencies are developed through the study of specific topics.  The same topic can usually be 
explored at virtually any level of proficiency in a spiraling fashion.  For example, the topic of “the family” can be discussed differently at various 
levels of proficiencies.  Novice-Mid students might be able to enumerate the members of their families, but say very little else about them.  In 
the next plateau, the Novice-High speaker, the student might give a brief description of family members or mention some of their activities or 
interests, whereas speakers at an Intermediate level can talk about their family members in detail, recount events that the family shared 
together, or talk about future plans.  At an even more advanced level, more abstract topics such as societal forces that threaten family life, the 
issues surrounding family planning, or the role of the family in the target language might be discussed.  Thus, the depth and breadth of the 
discussion and the precision and sophistication with which it is handled will differ from one level of proficiency to the next.  We are indebted 
to The American Council of the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and to the State of New Jersey Student Learning Standards for 
providing us with their constantly updated criteria upon which to base our expectations.  Separately we assess students to gauge progress and 
inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year 
courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester courses. 
 
In addition, the district has drawn up its own sets of proficiencies, specific to certain courses, for the four overlapping linguistic skills of 
speaking, listening, reading and writing, and for those skills inherent in second language training that increase efficiency in the workplace.  
Finally, there is a set of proficiencies designed as measures of technological literacy. 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can 
serve as the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as 
implemented in the classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, 
religion, national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the 
content, the texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education 
Plans (IEPs) must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS 

 
Parsippany-Troy Hills School District World Languages Curriculum for Level 2/2H Italian 

 
This Level 2/2H course of study is designed for a full-year program.  The curriculum is divided into seven instructional themes, each with multiple tasks 
overlapping in structure and vocabulary, providing practice in all skill areas.  The underpinnings of this course are the district’s proficiencies for Speaking, 
Reading, Listening, Writing and Cultural Awareness, which are course-specific elaborations on the novice-high/intermediate-low proficiency level set out 
in the NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS for World Languages: 
 

7.1 All students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage in meaningful conversation, to understand and 
interpret spoken and written language, and to present information, concepts, and ideas, while also gaining an understanding of 
the perspectives of other cultures.  Through language study, they will make connections with other content areas, compare the 
language and culture studied with their own, and participate in home and global communities.   

 
Consistent with the recommendations of the World Languages Curriculum Framework, rather than each step in the language course having a grammatical 
structure as its focus, there is an emphasis on increasing proficiency in communication on a variety of everyday topics relevant to the student.  The aim of 
the course is to provide sufficient guided practice in the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing that the student is able to respond 
appropriately to the spoken and written word. 
 
Each unit will involve listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as address certain standards for technological literacy and cultural awareness within 
the context of a practical communication task with specific structural underpinnings of increasing complexity.  Students will learn to understand the 
everyday basics of the language, express their basic needs and assist speakers of Italian who do not speak English.  In addition, students will research basic 
topics in print media and on the Internet, use bi-lingual dictionaries efficiently, create visual tools in Italian, maintain a variety of logs and records, and 
monitor and make oral/written reports on topics of relevance in the news.  A common strategy in the teaching of a language is “Total Physical Response” 
or “TPR.” 
 
Total Physical Response, as defined by Dr. James Asher, the originator, is based on the premise that the human brain has a biological program for acquiring 
any natural language on earth – including the sign language of the deaf.  The process is visible when we observe how infants internalize their first language. 
 
The main goal of the curriculum is that students acquire sufficient confidence in speaking, listening, reading and writing basic Italian combined with practice 
in utilizing Italian in a variety of practical, job-related activities so that they are prepared for the demands of employment in an increasingly bi-lingual 
workplace.  In addition, through personal research and exposure to authentic materials from many different countries, the students will become aware of 
the great cultural diversity and richness of the Italian-speaking world. 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS WORLD LANGUAGES 

LEVEL 2/2H CURRICULUM ITALIAN THEMES 
 
I. DAILY ACTIVITIES 
 

A. School and surroundings (irregular verbs) 
B. Time/Numbers (sono le vs. è l’una e…..) 
C. Climate and weather conditions (fare/essere) 
D. Activities/Pastimes 
E. Likes/Dislikes 
F. Physical/Personality characteristics of self and others 

 
 
II. FARE LA SPESA – Food shopping 
 

A. Food and beverage vocabulary 
B. Making purchases (direct/indirect object pronouns) 
C. Italian Currency (Euro), conversion, asking prices, asking for discounts, etc. 
D. Italian vs. American eating habits/meal taking 
E. Making polite requests regarding food 
F. Places in town (articulated prepositions) 

 
 
III. TRAVEL 
 

A. Italian Regions and capitals 
B. European Countries and capitals 
C. Physical features/natural environment 
D. Modes of transportation 
E. Hotels/lodging 
F. Vacation destination (use of passato prossimo) 
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LEVEL 2/2H CURRICULUM ITALIAN THEMES (con’t) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 
 

A. Descriptions of things/events in the past (use of imperfetto) 
B. Descriptions of self/family/friends in the past 
C.   Preferences in the past (piacere) 
D.   Fairytales and popular Italian folktales 
 
 

V. PERSONAL ROUTINES 
 

A.   Describe a typical day for self and others. 
B.   Use of reflexive verbs in present and past tenses. 
C.   Personal hygiene products and accessories 
D. Express needs for necessary items to complete certain activities (avere bisogno di) 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

COURSE PROFICIENCIES AND GRADING PROCEDURES 
 

COURSE #:   WLA 233/234          TITLE: ITALIAN 2/2H 
 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH DISTRICT POLICY AS MANDATED BY THE NEW JERSEY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND THE NEW JERSEY 
STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS, THE FOLLOWING ARE PROFICIENCIES REQUIRED FOR THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE 
ABOVE NAMED COURSE. 
 
In addition to the proficiencies noted in the Level 1 Curriculum, students will be able to: 
 

1. maintain basic/simple conversations on a variety of familiar topics. 
2. interpret and express time of day. 
3. identify, describe and compare weather conditions and activities performed. 
4. describe and discuss activities in which they participate in as well as topics associated with these activities using the present tense of 

regular and irregular verbs 
5. inquire/question about and explain likes and dislikes. 
6. state their age and the age of others and describe themselves and others personality and physical characteristics. 
7. identify and supply vocabulary for food and meals and ask ones preferences. 
8. use of idiomatic expressions and vocabulary to make a purchase. 
9. request and provide information on items of purchase including price and discount. 
10. state prices in Euro and convert into dollars. 
11. demonstrate similarities and differences regarding eating habits in Italy and the United States. 
12. express thirst and hunger. 
13. use polite requests for food and beverages. 
14. categorize products with their appropriate locations in town. 
15. identify the 20 Italian regions and their capitals. 
16. identify various European countries and their capitals. 
17. describe Italy’s natural environment. 
18. identify various geographical as well as cultural points of interest in Italy. 
19. recall various modes of transportation and understand the use of a particular mode of transportation. 
20. provide vocabulary regarding travel accommodations. 
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21. use technology in order to generate a travel journal of a European vacation providing authentic destinations and activities. 
22. describe people, places and things in the past using the imperfect tense. 
23. recognize and interpret popular Italian folktales. 
24. identify and supply vocabulary for activities that are part of their daily routines. 
25. describe their daily routines using the past and present tense of reflexive verbs. 
26. identify tools related to daily activities. 
27. express needs for necessary items for their daily activities. 
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GRADING POLICY 
WORLD LANGUAGES 

GRADES 9-12 
 

 
HOMEWORK 10% CLASS PERFORMANCE AND PARTICIPATION 25% 

 
FORMAL EVALUATION 65% 

 
May include but is not limited to:  

• Written activities  
• Short writing samples  
• Preparation done at home  
• Journal Short entries 
• Article and textbook readings  
• Open-ended written responses  
• Research  

 

May include but is not limited to: 
• Taking notes  
• Participating in group activities  
• Presenting material orally in class  
• Volunteering answers and demonstrating 

understanding  
• Participating in cultural or guided 

conversations  
• Working individually and cooperatively with 

others to achieve class goals  
• Participating in Peer Editing  

 

May include but is not limited to: 
• Tests  
• Quizzes  
• Projects  
• Writing Assignments  
• Formal individual presentations  
• Formal group presentations  
• Formal debates  
• Formal Journals 

 

FINAL GRADE:                    Marking Periods  88% (22% each marking period)  
                    Final Exam              12% 
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UNITS OF STUDY 
 

UNIT TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS NJSLS 

1   DAILY ACTIVITIES 
 
Suggested timeframe:  4-6  
weeks 

 

*How is my routine and school experience 
different from that of a student in a country of 
the target language? 
* How are things described differently in the 
Italian language? 
*What are typical pastimes in the Italian culture? 
How are they similar or different from those in 
America? 
 

*Communicating in at least one other language 
allows people to obtain information, express 
feelings and exchange opinions with a wider 
audience. 
*Learning another language encourages further 
participation in multilingual communities both 
within and beyond the school setting. 

7.1.NH 
8.1 
 

2 FOOD SHOPPING 
 
Suggested timeframe: 6-8 
weeks 
 

*How are foods and beverages in Italy different 
from and similar to those in the United States?  
*How do I develop communicative competence 
while making purchases in the target language?   
*How do I make polite requests in Italy? 

*Students will understand that foods and eating 
habits differ from country to country.  
*Students will understand the importance and 
usage of formal language when speaking with 
vendors in Italy. 
 

7.1.NH 
8.1 

3 TRAVEL 
 
Suggested Timeframe:  6-8 
weeks 

 

*What are the benefits of knowing different 
geographical and environmental features in Italy 
and Europe? 
*How will my knowledge of English grammar 
help me understand Italian grammar? 
*Why travel to Italy?  How do I use the Italian 
language while traveling?  
 

*Making interdisciplinary connections as one reads, 
writes, speaks, or listens in another language allows 
one to acquire knowledge, reinforce concepts and 
gain new perspectives. 
*World Language learning extends beyond the 
classroom to real-life situations. 
*Successful communication is knowing how, when 
and why to convey a message to different 
audiences. 

7.1.NH 
7.1.IL 
8.1 
 

 
  



WLA 233/234 – Italian 2/2H  Page 14 

UNITS OF STUDY (cont’d.) 
 

 TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS NJSLS 
4 CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 

 
Suggested timeframe: 6-8 
weeks  
 

*How does one express preferences, feelings, 
emotions and opinions in detail in the past tense 
in the target language? 

*A foundation of conversation and writing are 
essential to mastering the Italian language. 

7.1.NH 
7.1.IL 
8.1 
 

5 PERSONAL ROUTINES 
 
Suggested Timeframe: 5-7 
weeks 
 

*How do I describe my daily routine in the target 
language?   
*How is my daily routine similar to or different 
from a student in Italy 

*Communicating and exchanging information about 
oneself allows for a better understanding of others 
and their cultures. 
*Languages are distinguished by their grammar and 
structure. 
 

7.1.IL 
8.1 
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I. DAILY ACTIVITIES 
Essential Question(s): *How is my routine and school experience different from that of a student in a country of the 

target language? 
* How are things described differently in the Italian language? 
*What are typical pastimes in the Italian culture? How are they similar or different from those 
in America? 
 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

*Communicating in at least one other language allows people to obtain information, express 
feelings and exchange opinions with a wider audience. 
*Learning another language encourages further participation in multilingual communities 
both within and beyond the school setting. 

           Suggested Timeframe:  4-6 weeks 
 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 

 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
1. identify and supply vocabulary 

for familiar objects in 
surroundings. 

 

7.1.NH.A.1 
7.1.NH.A.2 
7.1.NH.A.4 
 

• respond to oral 
cues/description of object. 

 
 
• identify/describe familiar 

objects with appropriate 
vocabulary. 

Teacher observation, questions 
and answer; student response 
to visual cues 
 
Teacher observation, questions 
and answer; student response 
to visual cues 

« Come si chiama? »  « Che 
cos’è questo/a? » 

2. express and supply vocabulary 
for common activities. 

7.1. NH.A.1 
7.1.NH.A.2 
7.1.NH.A.4 
 

• engage in pictionary/charades 
to review action words.  

 
• recall verb ending for present 

tense conjugations.  
 
• label and describe a picture 

prompt in which characters are 
performing different activities. 

Teacher observation 
 
Student responses to teacher-
facilitated discussion 
 
 
Student generated pictures with 
accompanying vocabulary and 
descriptions of activities. 
 
 
 

Are, ire, ere verbs 
 
“Guess What He/She is 
doing” - each student 
describes an activity 
without naming it, class 
tries to identify the activity 
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 

 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
 

3. recognize and produce 
numbers  1 to 1 million in 
the target language and 
interpret and express time 
of day.  
 

 

7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.B.2 

• ask and answer questions 
regarding time. 

 
 

Teacher observation 
 

 “Che ore sono?/Che ora è? 
/ A che ora...?” 
(whiteboards/clocks) 
 
Introduce irregular verbs 
such as andare, venire and 
fare 

4. categorize and produce 
climate expressions. 

7.1.NH.A.1 
7.1.NH.A.2 
7.1.NH.A.3 
7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.A.5 
7.1.NH.C.4 
7.1.NH.C.2 
7.1.NH.C.3 
8.1.12.A.1 

 
• research weather in the target 

countries  and keep forecast 
log/present forecast (students 
will describe favorite season 
without naming it; class will 
draw clues as they listen and 
then decided on students’ 
favorite season). 

 
• compare weather of target 

countries to weather in New 
Jersey. 

Teacher observation; forced-
choice and open-ended 
 
 
Writing rubric 
Speaking rubric 
 
 
 
 
Student responses to teacher 
facilitated discussion 

weather expressions; use 
of negation  
 
 
www.ilmeteo.it 
  
use of essere and fare in 
idiomatic weather 
expressions. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. express whether they like or 
dislike things/activities and 
express why. 

7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.A.5 
 

• ask and answer questions 
regarding likes and dislikes. 

 
• compare and describe their 

likes/dislikes; compare and 
describe their partner’s likes 
and dislikes. 

 
• provide written summary of 

previous partner interviews. 

Teacher observation  
Info-gap chart responses 
 
Written summary  
 
 
 
 
 
Writing rubric 

Info-gap activity chart 
likes/dislikes 
comparatives vs. 
superlatives (molto vs. di 
più 
Info- gap likes/dislikes 
chart 
 
“Mi Piace” song (Leandro 
Barsotti) 
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 

 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
  

 
6. describe oneself, family 

members and others 
according to age, personality 
and physical characteristics. 

7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.B.1 
8.1.12.A.2 

• ask and answer questions 
about age. 
 

• ask and answer questions 
about personality and physical 
characteristics. 

 
• create a powerpoint with 

various pictures of either 
celebrities or friends and 
describe in detail using age 
expressions, personality traits 
and physical charateristics. 

Teacher questions  
 
 
Teacher questions; student 
responses  
 

expressions with age, use 
of “avere - to have” vs. 
“essere – to be” 
 
“età”  
 
possessive adjectives 
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II. FARE LA SPESA – FOOD SHOPPING 
Essential Question(s): *How are foods and beverages in Italy different from and similar to those in the United States?  

*How do I develop communicative competence while making purchases in the target language?   
*How do I make polite requests in Italy? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 
 

*Students will understand that foods and eating habits differ from country to country.  
*Students will understand the importance and usage of formal language when speaking with vendors in 
Italy. 
 

Suggested Timeframe:  6-8 weeks 
 
PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVES 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
7. recall and describe foods and 

drinks. 
7.1.NH.A.1 
7.1.NH.A.2 
7.1.NH.A.3 
7.1.NH.C.3 
 

• identify/provide vocabulary 
for food, drinks and meal 
names for visual/aural cues. 

 
• categorize foods and express 

desire for “some of” 
something.  

 
• categorize foods in terms of 

placement in the food 
pyramid. 

 
 

Teacher observation; forced-
choice and open-ended 
 
 
 
Food pyramid chart 

Visuals  
 
Whiteboards 
 
Use of “il 
partitivo”…alcune/i 
Qualche 
Un po’ di 
Di+ article 
 

8. request/provide information on 
items of purchase.  

7.1.NH.B.4 
7.1.NH.C.3 
7.1.NH.A.2 
7.1.NH.C.2 

• ask/respond to questions of 
price of food items using a 
store website or circular from 
the target country. 
 

• Compile a shopping list for an 
event with prices. 

 

Student verbal responses 
 
Teacher observation of 
groups/student responses 
 
 
Performance rubric for 
summative assessment 

Dovere/volere/potere 
 
Quanta costa/costano? 
 
Introduct Euro as a 
currency vs the dollar 
and discuss conversion. 
 
Direct/indirect object 
pronouns. 
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PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVES 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
 
• perform a dialogue 

purchasing/returning items. 

 
Demonstrative 
adjectives (this, these, 
that, those) 
 
iPad – record dialogue 

9. compare and contrast meal 
taking in Italy and the United 
States. 

 
 
 

7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.A.5 
7.1.NH.A.6 

• complete Venn diagram 
comparing meals and foods 
eaten in Italy vs. US. 
 

• Read authentic menus and 
recipes. 

Venn diagram 
 
 
Teacher questions; student 
responses  
 
Opinion writing assignment 
 

Class discussion on 
who eats better. 
 
Use of technology for 
recipes/meals. 
 
Restaurant reviews. 

10. make polite requests for food and 
drink and express hunger and 
thirst. 

7.1.NH.A.2 
7.1.NH.B.3 

• ask teacher for items (plastic 
foods/images) politely. 
 

• participate in a dialogue 
activity with a peer utilizing 
the target language exclusively 
requiring students to request 
multiple foods and drinks. 

Student questions/teacher 
responses. 
 
Monitor groups 
Review of group findings to 
class; compile master list from 
group work 
 

Plastic 
foods/flashcards 
 
use of authentic 
menus 
 
 
vorrei/vorrebbe 

11. identify buildings and stores in 
one’s community; provide 
vocabulary for buildings in one’s 
community. 

7.1.NH.A.2 
7.1.NH.A.4 
 

• generate list of buildings 
found in community. 
 

• identify buildings with 
flashcards. 

 

Teacher observation 
 
Compile master list from student 
generated lists 
 
Teacher questions/student 
answers. 

Le preposizioni 
articolate 
 
 

12. describe where buildings/stores 
are in relationship to each other. 

7.1.NH.A.5 
7.1.NH.C.5 
 

• describe where activities are 
performed; compare activities 
to target language activities 
and U.S. 

Teacher observation/checklist Avverbi di luogo 
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PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVES 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
 

13. identify items and activities 
unique to each location/store. 

7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.C.5 
 

• complete question guide 
identifying items. 
 

• respond to teacher’s/peer’s 
questions. 

Completed question guide 
 
 
Teacher review of student 
discussion 

Flashcards for stores 
and items 
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III. TRAVEL 
Essential Question(s): *What are the benefits of knowing different geographical and environmental features in Italy and Europe? 

*How will my knowledge of English grammar help me understand Italian grammar? 
*Why travel to Italy?  How do I use the Italian language while traveling?  

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

*Making interdisciplinary connections as one reads, writes, speaks, or listens in another language allows 
one to acquire knowledge, reinforce concepts and gain new perspectives. 
*World Language learning extends beyond the classroom to real-life situations. 
*Successful communication is knowing how, when and why to convey a message to different audiences. 

Suggested Timeframe:  6-8 weeks 
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CONTENT OUTLINE 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
14.  identify the various 
regions/major cities and 
geographical as well as cultural 
points of interest of Italy; 
interpret reading materials 
concerning the geography of 
Italy as well as ask and answer 
questions about Italy and its 
people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.1.NH.A.1-5 
7.1.NH.B.1-2 
7.1.NH.B.4-5 
 
7.1.IL.A.1 
7.1.IL.A.4-5 
7.1.IL.C.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• label the various regions and cities of 
Italy on a map; read passages/articles 
concerning Italy and respond to 
question. 
 

• Participate in and/or create a Jeopardy 
type quiz game for places and cultural 
points of Italy. 

 
Extended activity for honors. 
• Discuss current events concerning 

particular cities/regions of Italy 
 
 
 
 

Discussion 
Teacher Observation 
 
Map quiz-written/oral response to 
questions regarding Italy’s 
geography. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify 20 regions and 
capital cities and 
cultural points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15.  identify the various 
European countries and 
capitals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.1.NH.A.1-5 
7.1.NH.B.1-2 
7.1.NH.B.4-5 
 
7.1.IL.A.1 
7.1.IL.A.4-5 
7.1.IL.C.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• label the various European countries 
and capitals. 
 

• Participate in and/or create a Jeopardy 
type quiz game for places and cultural 
points of Italy. 

 
Extended activity for honors: 
• Discuss current events concerning 

particular European countries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion 
Teacher Observation 
 
Map quiz-written/oral response to 
questions regarding Europe’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify various 
European countries, 
capitals and cultural 
points. 
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16.  identify and supply the names 
of the 3 major rivers, 2 mountain 
ranges, islands and seas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.1.NH.A.1-5 
7.1.NH.B.1-2 
7.1.NH.B.4-5 
 
7.1.IL.A.1 
7.1.IL.A.4-5 
7.1.IL.C.1 
 

• complete a geography project 
regarding a region of Italy complete 
with major geographical features, 
common products/cuisine and cultural 
points. 

 
Extended activity for honors: 
• write report regarding their particular 

region and create multimedia project. 

 
Rubric 
 
Discussion and Teacher Observation 
 
 
 
 
 

Project map of Italy.  
Students trace region/ 
iPad connection 

17.  identify and describe modes 
of transportation and 
vocabulary associated with 
trains, planes, cars, etc. 
 

7.1.NH.A.5 
7.1.NH.C.5 
 
7.1.IL.A.5 
7.1.IL.B.4 
 

• supply vocabulary for modes of 
transportation. 

 
• Engage in game in which students 

will, based on route desired, supply 
the appropriate mode of 
transportation. 

 
• Participate in a role-play/dialogue 

activity utilizing key vocabulary 
associated with proficiency. 

 

Teacher observation/checklist 
 
 
Teacher review of student work 
 
 
 
 
Teacher-create rubric/checklist 
Peer checklist 

Total physical 
response 
 
 
Teacher review of 
student work 
 

18.  discuss and name various 
types of accommodations 
available in Italy. 

7.1.NH.A.4-5 
7.1.NH.B.3 
7.1.NH.C.1-2 
7.1.NH.C.5 
 
7.1.IL.A.4-5 
7.1.IL.B.3 
7.1.IL.C.1-2 
7.1.IL.C.5 
 
8.1.12.A.1-2 

• Research different types of lodging 
available (l’ostello, l’albergo, la 
pensione, l’agri-turismo) and 
present and compare findings with 
class. 
 

• Create a brochure for a particular 
accommodation providing location, 
access to cities/sites and all 
services and amenities available. 

 
• Write an email to friends/family 

describing accommodation that 
they will be visiting. 

 
(Extended for honors—write a longer 
letter) 

 Teacher observation of students 
work. 
 
Forced choice questions. 
Open Ended questions. 
 
Rubric for written work. 

Discuss similarities 
and differences with 
American 
accommodations. 
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19.  describe in the past, a 
vacation or trip taken in 
Italy/Europe. 

7.1.NH.B.2 
7.1.NH.C.1-2 
7.1.IL.A.1 
7.1.IL.A.4 
7.1.IL.B.2 
7.1.IL.C.1-2 
8.1.12.A.1-2 

• create a multimedia presentation 
detailing a week’s vacation in 
Europe/Italy.  Students will 
describe places visited, 
transportation used, restaurants 
visited, cultural events that 
occurred during their stay, weather 
during stay and personal opinion 
of trip. 

Peer review 
 
Teacher observation 
 
Rubric for final project. 

Introduce passato 
prossimo. 
 
Technology – 
websites for hotels, 
restaurants and 
cultural activities. 
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IV. CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 
Essential Question(s): *How does one express preferences, feelings, emotions and opinions in detail in the past tense in the target 

language? 
Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

*A foundation of conversation and writing are essential to mastering the Italian language. 

Suggested Timeframe:  6-8 weeks 

PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
20.  describe things/events in 
the past. 

7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.B.4 
7.1.NH.B.5 
 
7.1.IL.A.4 
7.1.IL.B.4 
7.1.IL.B.5 

• identify and provide details of a fond 
memory of a party/family gathering.  
Provide information on date, location, food, 
weather, setting, etc. 

 
Extended activity for Honors: 
Write a 2 paragraph essay detailing this event. 

Teacher observation 
 
Student writing (iPad) 
 
 
 

Imperfetto tense and 
relationship to 
Passato prossimo. 

21.  describe and provide 
information on self, family and 
friends in the past. 

7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.B.4 
7.1.NH.B.5 
 
7.1.IL.A.4 
7.1.IL.B.4 
7.1.IL.B.5 

• provide two true statements about their 
past and one that is a lie.  Classmates must 
guess which is the lie. 
 

• engage in vocabulary/grammar games to 
practice verb endings. 

 
• Create a ‘book’ detailing their childhood and 

events from their past.  Students will use 
pictures and phases in the imperfect tense. 

Teacher observation and  
student interaction. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubric for baby book. 

Describe self:  
physical, personality, 
activities (giocavo…) 

22.  discuss preferences in the 
past. 

7.1.NH.A.4-5 
7.1.NH.B.4 
7.1.NH.B.5 
 
7.1.IL.A.4-5 
7.1.IL.B.4-5 

• compare preferences in the past as opposed 
to current preferences.  Create a poster 
with comparisons. 

 

Monitor students work 
 
Open ended questions 
 
Teacher checklist of student 
performance. 
 
 

use piacere/preferire 
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PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
23.  read and interpret fairy 
tales and popular Italian 
folktales. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7.1.NH.A.1 
7.1.NH.5-6 
 
7.1.IL.A.1 
7.1.IL.A.5-6 
 

• choose and describe notable fairy tale 
characters and have other classmates 
guess.  (cenerentola, biancaneve, il 
cappuccetto rosso, etc.) 

 
• read authentic materials and answer 

reading comprehension questions. 
 
• write a short fairy tale in comic strip format 

of a known or original story.  
 
Extended activity for Honors: 
In comic strip, honors will incorporate use of 
passato prossimo as well. 

 
 
 

Teacher observation on 
students’ descriptions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing rubrics (summative 
assessment) 
 
 
 
 

Pictures of Disney 
characters and 
students describe. 
 
 
Fairy tales/children’s 
stories. 
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V. PERSONAL ROUTINES 
Essential Question(s): *How do I describe my daily routine in the target language?   

*How is my daily routine similar to or different from a student in Italy 
Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

*Communicating and exchanging information about oneself allows for a better understanding of others and 
their cultures. 
*Languages are distinguished by their grammar and structure. 
 

Suggested Timeframe:  5-7 weeks 
 
PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
24.  describe a typical day for self 
and others. 

7.1.NH.A.1 
7.1.NH.A.4 
7.1.NH.B.1 
 
7.1.IL.A.1 
7.1.IL.A.4 
7.1.IL.B.1 
 

• listen to a brief account of a typical day 
of an Italian teenager.  They will check 
the actions that they hear read in the 
story. 

 
• generate list of activities that make up 

their typical day and compare to 
Italian teenager. 

 

Student completion of 
worksheet to go with story. 
 
 
 
 
review of student generated 
lists; compile master list 
 

Use of reflexive 
verbs and routine 
idiomatic 
expressions. 
 

25.  use expressions for reflexive 
actions both in the present and 
the past. 

7.1.NH.A.1-5 
7.1.NH.B.2 
7.1.NH.B.4-5 
 
 
7.1.IL.A.1-5 
7.1.IL.B.2 
7.1.IL.B.4-5 
 

• categorize verb phrases with pictures 
(ex:  two columns on the board, one in 
the present and one in the past.) 
 

• compile a questionnaire to be used in 
an interview with a classmate 
regarding personal routine. 

Teacher model followed by 
student activity with teacher 
observation 
 
Teacher observation 
(speaking rubric) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
record interview 
with iPad 
 
 
 
 

26.  Identify and provide 
vocabulary for products and 
accessories needed for personal 
hygiene. 

7.1.NH.A.1-5 
7.1.NH.B.2 
7.1.NH.B.4-5 
 
 

• generate list of items needed for 
personal routine. 

 
• engage in charades/Pictionary 
 

Forced-choice; open-ended 
 
 
Teacher observation 
Student/group responses 

Checklist and 
written story. 
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PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
7.1.IL.A.1-5 
7.1.IL.B.2 
7.1.IL.B.4-5 
 

• provide word for visual cue.  Listen 
and Draw:  draw a picture of 
mentioned item during description. 

 
 

 

Teacher Q&A 
 
Teacher observation 
Student/group responses 
Teacher Q&A 
 

27.  express need for certain 
items to complete various 
activities. 

7.1.NH.A.1-5 
7.1.NH.B.2 
7.1.NH.B.4-5 
 
 
7.1.IL.A.1-5 
7.1.IL.B.2 
7.1.IL.B.4-5 
 

• provide answers when prompted with 
images regarding daily routine. 
 

• use proper idiomatic structures to 
express need with partner to complete 
assigned task. 

 
 

Forced close questions 
Open ended questions. 
 
Oral cues 

Want to vs. need to 
vs. have to 
(review of dovere, 
volere, potere) 
 
Avere bisogno di 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
The media centers at the middle schools provide a wide range of materials to enhance and enrich the World Languages curriculum.  
Frequently updated materials include books, videos, collections of art prints and slides as well as CD-ROMs, laser disks and kits.  The online 
catalog is the index to the media center’s collection and enables students and teachers to generate specific lists of materials geared to 
assignments or personal interests.  Media specialists are available to assist students and staff in the selection and use of these materials. 
 
SOURCES 
 
NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS for Technological Literacy 
 
NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS for World Languages  
 
The American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Language: http://www.actfl.org 
 
Foreign Language Educators of New Jersey:  http://www.flenj.org 
 
Learning Language Solutions (STAMP): http://www.onlinells.com 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
 
Branciforte, S. and Grassi, A.  Parliamo Italiano –Second Edition. 
 
Giuliano, C.  Italian is Fun.  –Book 1. 
 
Federici, C. and Riga, C.  Ciao – Sixth Edition. 
 
Sedunary, Michael, and Nancy Posterino. Ecco! Sydney i.e. Port Melbourne, Vic.: Pearson Heinemann, 2008. Print. 
 
Posterino, Nancy. Ecco! Due: Teacher's Resource and Assessment Kit. Port Melbourne, Vic.: Pearson Education, 2009. Print. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.actfl.org/
http://www.flenj.org/
http://www.onlinells.com/
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (cont’d.) 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTBOOK MATERIALS 
 
Bertoni, S. and Lorenzi, F.  Authentik in italiano.  Dublin, Ireland: Authentik Language Learning Resoursces Ltd., 2000. 
 
Danesi, M.  Italian Now! - Level 1. Hauppauge, New York:  Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 2005. 
 
Lazzarino, G., Aski, J., Dini, A., and Peccianti, M.  Prego! –Fifth Edition. New York, New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 2000. 
 
Robbins, E. and Ashworth, K.  Discovering Languages: Italian.  New York, New York: Amsco School Publications, Inc., 1995.   
 
Sanchez, J., Sanz, C., Gori, G., and Valenti, G.  Giocando in italiano.  Druckhaus, Berlin: Langenscheidt KG, 1997. 
 
Taliercio-Cohn, C. and Acocella, C.  Tocca a te.  Elmont, New York:  Proficiency Press Co., 1996. 
 
Oggi Italia.  Eli Magazines.  2009, Issues 1-6. 
 
Tutti Insieme.  Eli Magazines.  2009, Issues 1-6. 
 
Ragazzi.  Eli Magazines.  2009, Issues 1-6. 
 
RESOURCES 
 
Friend, M.  and Bursuck, W.  Including Students with Special Needs-  Third Edition.  Boston, Massachusetts:  A Pearson Education Company, 
2002. 
 
Mollica, A.  Teaching and Learning Languages.  Welland, Canada:  Soleil Publishing Inc, 1998. 
 
Shrum, J. and Glisan, E.  Teacher’s Handbook- Second Edition.  Boston, Massachusetts:  Heinle, 2000. 
 
Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century.  National Standards in Foreign Language Education Project, 1999.    
 
The American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Language: http://www.actfl.org 
 

http://www.actfl.org/
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BIBLIOGRAPHY (cont’d.) 
 
RESOURCES (cont’d.) 
 
Foreign Language Educators of New Jersey:  http://www.flenj.org 
 
Learning Language Solutions (STAMP): http://www.onlinells.com 
 
 
WEBSITES 
 
The American Association of the Teachers of Italian: http://www.italianstudies.org/aati/ 
Italian Cultural Institutes in the United States: http://www.italcultny.org 
Learning Language Solutions (STAMP): http://www.onlinells.com 

o Games and additional activities: www.quia.com 
o Weather and Forecasts:  www.ilmeteo.it 
o Travel and Regions: www.regioni-italiane.com 

BBC Languages - http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flenj.org/
http://www.onlinells.com/
http://www.italianstudies.org/aati/
http://www.italcultny.org/
http://www.onlinells.com/
http://www.quia.com/
http://www.ilmeteo.it/
http://www.regioni-italiane.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/
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APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 1 

Travel Scrapbook 
 
 
OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to create a scrapbook to represent a trip to Europe/Italy. 
 
TASK: Your parents have agreed to let you spend Spring Break on a school-sponsored trip to Europe.  They expect you to keep 

a journal and bring back a variety of information about the cities that you visit.  They have promised to arrange a 
family vacation to your favorite Italian city if your materials are extensive enough to persuade them.   

 
 
PROCEDURE: Students are required to keep a journal of their week’s tour and gather materials for a multimedia presentation.  Their 

journal entries should include descriptions of their activities and places they say (i.e. hotels, restaurants, sightseeing, 
weather, street names, etc.) and pictures.  They should make it seem as if they were actually there. 

 
Students will research a different aspect of Italian culture in each city for inclusion in the Power Point presentation. 
 
Students will need to include the following: 
 

Departure date and time, transportation used, museum visited including pictures and descriptions 
of art work, restaurants and menus, historical buildings (history, appearance and significance), 
weather during stay, a daily newspaper including current events, journey back to USA. 

 
 
ASSESSMENT: Power Point presentation displaying highlights of trip with all content in Italian. 
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 Advanced 
Proficient/4 Proficient/3 Partial 

Proficient/2 Novice/1 TOTAL 

Fluency 
/ Oral 

Presentation 
 

Student presents 
information in 
logical, interesting 
sequence which 
audience can 
follow. 

Student presents 
information in 
logical sequence 
which audience 
can follow. 

Audience has 
difficulty 
following 
presentation 
because student 
jumps around. 

Audience cannot 
understand 
presentation 
because there is 
no sequence of 
information. 
 

 

Pronunciation 
& 

Clarity 

Student uses a 
clear voice and 
correct, precise 
pronunciation of 
terms so that all 
audience 
members can hear 
presentation. 

Student’s voice is 
clear.  Student 
pronounces most 
words correctly.  
Most audience 
members can hear 
presentation. 

Student’s voice is 
low.  Student 
incorrectly 
pronounces 
terms.  Audience 
members have 
difficulty hearing 
presentation. 
 

Student mumbles, 
in-correctly 
pronounces 
terms, and speaks 
too quietly for 
students in the 
back of class to 
hear. 

 

Content- Una 
città da visitare 

Student 
demonstrates full 
knowledge and 
provides elaborate 
details in content. 
 

Student 
demonstrates 
some knowledge 
and provides good 
details in content. 
 

Partial completion 
of task; content is 
somewhat 
adequate and 
somewhat 
appropriate.  
Basic ideas 
expressed but 
very little 
elaboration or 
detail. 

Minimal 
completion of 
task; content is 
frequently 
undeveloped 
and/or somewhat 
repetitive 

 

Mechanics 

Presentation has 
no misspellings or 
grammatical 
errors 

Presentation has 
no more than two 
misspellings 
and/or 
grammatical 
errors. 

Presentation has 
three misspellings 
and/or 
grammatical 
errors. 

Presentation has 
four or more 
spelling errors 
and/or 
grammatical 
errors. 
 

 

Use of Passato 
Prossimo 

Superior 
command of 
passato prossimo.  
No errors in 
expression 

Presentation has 
no more that two 
mistakes with 
passato prossimo. 

Presentation has 
3-5 errors with 
passato prossimo. 

Presentation has 
5 or more errors 
with passato 
prossimo. 

 

Vocabulary  
& 

Expression 

Strong command 
of vocabulary 
related to topic.  
Student clearly 
shows a rich 
vocabulary. 

Good command 
 

Adequate 
vocabulary. 

Persistant errors. 
Appropriate 
vocabulary for 
topic not evident 
throughout 
presentation. 

 

Visual Appeal 
 

The powerpoint 
has exceptionally 
attractive 
formatting and 
well-organized 
information. 

The powerpoint 
has attractive 
formatting and 
well-organized 
information. 

The powerpoint 
has well-
organized 
information. 

The powerpoint 
formatting and 
organization of 
material are 
confusing to the 
reader. 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 2 

Baby Book 
 
 
TASK: Your Italian cousin is visiting you for the summer.  One night you discuss what life was 

like for each of you as a child.  As you two look through scrapbooks and photo albums 
you discuss how you used to be as a child and what you and your siblings used to do. 

 
PROCEDURE: Students are to prepare a written presentation of their infancy in scrapbook format.  The 

presentation should fully describe how they were, what they used to wear, play, eat, etc.   
 

Each baby book must be 12-15 pages long.  On each page will be an image and at least 2 
sentences describing what was taking place or the person in the image. 
 

 Written presentation to be turned into teacher prior to presenting orally. 
 

Once presentation is completed, students in audience will be asked to identify activities 
or descriptions of other students that were presented. 

 
ASSESSMENT:   Attached Baby Book Rubric 
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Italian II -  Il Libro della Mia Infanzia 
Nome:______________________________ 

 Exceeds 
Expectations 

4 points 

Meets 
Expectations  

3 points 

Below 
Expectations 

2 points 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

1-0 points 
Detailed 

Descriptions 
and 

Organization 
 

Addresses topic 
well with great 
detail.  Very 
accurate and 
creative with 
vocabulary. 

Addresses topic 
well.  Average 
details and 
creativity with 
vocabulary. 

Some missing 
details and below 
average creativity 
with vocabulary.  

Does not use much 
detail at all.  No 
accuracy or 
creativity with 
vocabulary. 

Required 
Information 

Book meets all 
requirements set 
out in description. 

One required 
element is 
missing. 

More than one 
required element 
is missing. 

Many required 
elements are 
missing. 

Creativity/ 
Presentation 

Book is creatively 
done, extremely 
neat and colorful.  
Images are 
appropriate. 

Book is well 
done and 
creative.  Effort 
is apparent and 
is neat. 

Book is neat and 
completed but 
missing some 
creative elements.   

Book is messy and 
lacking neatness and 
creativity. 

Spelling Overall spelling is 
perfect.  Virtually 
no errors. 

A few errors 
with spelling. 

More than 5 
errors with 
spelling. 

More than 7 errors 
and difficult to 
understand.   

Imperfetto Perfect usage of 
imperfect tense. 

A few errors 
with imperfect 
tense.  

Difficulty with use 
of imperfect 
tense. 

Imperfetto not used 
at all or incorrectly. 

Grammar All other grammar 
is  perfect. 

A few errors 
with other 
grammar. 

Many errors with 
grammar 
throughout 

Much difficulty with 
grammar 
throughout. 

Adjective 
agreement 

All adjectives are 
correctly used and 
agree properly 
with antecedent. 

Most adjectives 
are correctly 
used and agree 
properly with 
antecedent. 

Few adjectives are 
correctly used and 
agree properly 
with antecedent. 

Much difficulty with 
adjective use.  
Problems with 
agreement with 
antecedent. 

Presentation Book read 
extremely well.  
Understands what 
is reading and 
makes no 
pronunciation 
errors. 

Student reads 
presentation 
well but with 
some 
pronunciation 
errors. 

Student has 
difficulty with 
reading 
presentation.  
Makes many 
pronunciation 
errors. 

Does not read 
project. 

Timeliness  On time One day late Two days late More than three 
days late. 

 
 
       TOTAL ________________
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APPENDIX B  Rubrics 
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Nome : 
Gruppo :           
 

RUBRIC, Dialogue assessment 
 
Name:  

Al mercato 
Level of 
Achievement 
/ Criteria 

Exemplary Proficient Emerging Novice 

Preparedness Student is 
completely 
prepared and 
has obviously 
rehearsed. 

Student seems 
pretty prepared, 
but might have 
needed a couple 
more rehearsals. 

The student is 
somewhat prepared, 
but it is clear that 
rehearsal was lacking. 

Student does not 
seem at all prepared 
to present. 

 
Speaking 
Clarity and 
Fluency 

Speaks clearly 
and distinctly 
all the time 
with no 
unnatural 
pauses or 
distractions. 

Speaks clearly 
and distinctly all 
the time with no 
more than one 
unnatural pause 
or distraction. 

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly most of the 
time with no more than 
one unnatural pause or 
distraction. Most lines 
were not memorized 
taking away from the 
authenticity of the 
script. 

Often mumbles and 
cannot be 
understood OR has 
multiple distractions 
and unnatural 
pauses. NO lines 
were memorized 
making the script 
seem unreal. 

 
Language 
Control 

Few errors, if 
any. They do 
not interfere 
with meaning. 

Errors, while 
present, do not 
interfere with 
overall meaning. 
 

Errors may occur more 
often and interfere 
with meaning. 

Errors occur often 
and throughout/ 
Errors show a clear 
lack of control. 

Pronunciation  Perfect or 
nearly perfect 
Italian 
pronunciation. 

Good Italian 
pronunciation, 
but a few words 
are 
mispronounced. 

Several Italian words 
are mispronounced. 

More than half of 
Italian words are 
mispronounced. 

Use of Props/ 
Costumes and 
Vocal 
Expression 

Props are 
included. The 
presentation 
delivery is 
animated and 
persuasive 

Props are 
included. The 
delivery shows 
limited animation 
or persuasion 
 

There are limited 
props. 
The delivery shows 
little 
animation or 
persuasion 

There are no props 
and the 
delivery shows no 
animation nor 
persuasion. 

Comments: 
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Additional rubrics 
 
 

AS SUGGESTED BY STAMP 
 

TEXT TYPE  COMPREHENSIBILITY  Language Control  
Strings of sentences:  
recombination of 
learned phrases or 
simple sentences using 
a variety of verbs; some 
connected sentences 
may appear (Best 
described as flowing). 

P/S+ Easily comprehended by a 
non-sympathetic 
listener/reader with little or 
no influence of student’s first 
language (L1) on his or her 
second language (L2). 

P/S+ Few errors, (in 
pronunciation or 
current grammar) if 
any. They do not 
interfere with meaning 
of response (i.e.: 
errors are small and 
inconsequential in 
their effect). 

P/S+ 

Simple Sentences: 
simple or formulaic 
sentences; mostly 
simple basic 
expressions. 
 

P-/S- Easily comprehended by a 
sympathetic listener or 
reader; occasional influence 
of L1 on L2. 

P-/S- Errors, while present, 
do not interfere with 
overall meaning. 

P-/S- 

Phrases:  phrases 
and/or repeated simple 
sentences. 
 

PP/W Comprehended with effort; 
heavy influence of L1 on L2 

PP/W Errors may occur 
more often and 
interfere with 
meaning. 

PP/W 

Words: words or list of 
word; use of simple or 
formulaic phrases.   

NP/W- Mostly incomprehensible; 
extreme influence of L1 on 
L2. 

NP/W- Errors occur often and 
throughout/Errors 
show a clear lack of 
control. 

NP/W- 

      
P Proficient, S+  Very Strong (4); Proficient, S Strong (3); Partially Proficient, W Weak (2); Not Proficient, W- Very Weak (1): 
12A 11A- 10B+ 9B 8B- 7C+ 6C 5C- 4D+ 3D Incomplete/Not Gradable F 
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Rubric for Oral Presentation–  

 Excellent Good Fair Insufficient 
Pronunciation Accurate throughout, near 

native 
Understandable, with very 
few errors; errors do NOT 
interfere with meaning 

Some errors, but still 
understandable 

Poor pronunciation, very 
anglicized; errors interfere 
with meaning 

Fluency Smooth delivery Fairly smooth Unnatural pauses Halting, hesitant, long gaps 
Comprehensibility Easily understood Understood Difficult to understand Incomprehensible 
Vocabulary  Extensive use of targeted 

vocabulary 
Some use of targeted 
vocabulary 

Minimal use of targeted 
vocabulary 

Fails to use targeted 
vocabulary 

performance Lively, enthusiastic; good 
eye contact.  

General enthusiasm; some 
eye contact 
 

Low energy; limited eye 
contact 
 

Reads from cards, 
monotonous; no eye 
contact 
 

 
Rubric for Visual (PowerPoint/Poster) –  

 Excellent Good Fair Insufficient 
Appearance Extremely appealing, 

professional looking 
Attractive, neat Somewhat attractive or 

neat 
Sloppy, effort not shown 

Content All quality components 
chosen demonstrate a high 
level of reasoning 

Quality components chosen 
demonstrate clear 
reasoning 

Some components chosen 
demonstrate clear 
reasoning 

Few or none of the 
components chosen 
demonstrate clear 
reasoning 

Organization Striking organization that 
makes the presentation 
flow smoothly (there is a 
clear beginning, middle and 
end) 

Organized, definite 
transition between points, 
slides, pictures, topics 

Fairly organized, good 
transition of points, slides, 
pictures, topics 

Nothing in order, appears 
thrown together, no 
transition 

Completeness Contains required pieces 
(slides, pictures, topics) 

Contains most required 
pieces 

Is missing several of the 
required pieces 

Missing most of the 
required pieces 
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CRITERIA POINTS EVALUATION 
SELF TEACHER 

 
To be determined by project 
requirements (see example in 
Appendix A for suggested 
criteria) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
________________/10 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
________________/10 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
________________/10 

  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
________________/20 

  

 additional comments/feedback: 
 
 
TOTAL                                                ________________/50 

 
INSERT:  NJSLS for World Language, NJSLS WL STANDARDS AND PROGRESS INDICATORS (as mentioned in general goals), ACTFL 
proficiencies as highlighted in RATIONALE  
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Response Level Levels of Performance 

Expert 

Generally accurate, complete and clear 

• All or most parts of the task are successfully completed; the intents of all parts of the task are addressed with appropriate 
strategies and procedures. 

• There is evidence that the student has a clear understanding of key concepts and procedures. 
• Student work and explanations are clear. 
• Additional illustrations or information, if present, enhance communication. 
• Answers for all parts are correct or reasonable. 
 

Practitioner 

Partially accurate, complete, and clear 

• Some parts of the task are successfully completed; other parts are attempted and their intents addressed, but they are not 
successfully completed. 

• There is evidence that the student has partial understanding of key concepts and procedures. 
• Some student work and explanations are clear, but it is necessary to make inferences to understand the response. 
• Additional illustrations or information, if present, may not enhance communication significantly. 
• Answers for some parts are correct, but partially correct or incorrect for others. 
 

Emerging 

Minimally accurate, complete, and clear 

• A part (or parts) of the task is (are) addressed with minimal success, while other parts are omitted or incorrect. 
• There is minimal or limited evidence that the student understands concepts and procedures. 
• Student work and explanations may be difficult to follow, and it is necessary to fill in the gaps to understand the response. 
• Additional illustrations or information, if present, do not enhance communication and may be irrelevant. 
• Answers to most parts are incorrect 
. 

Novice 

Not accurate, complete, and clear 

• No part of the task is completed with any success. 
• There is little, if any, evidence that the student understands key concepts and procedures. 
• Student work and explanations are very difficult to follow and may be incomprehensible. 
• Any additional illustrations, if present, do not enhance communication and are irrelevant. 
• Answers to all parts are incorrect. 

 
 



WLA 233/234 – Italian 2/2H  Page 44 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

APPENDIX C STUDENT SELF REFLECTION 
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WORK FOLD ER SELF -REF LECTION 

                                                                                                                                                            
Date________________________________ 
TASK: _______________________________________  
 
 Please explain, in detail, the assignment/task/project.  What is it? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What was something (spelling, appropriate verb endings, sentence variety, etc) from a previous assignment 
that you wanted to improve (see question 4 on your previous work folder entry)?  Did you successfully do so 
and how? (Please provide a concrete example from your work that illustrates the improvement). 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 What did you do well on this task?  Again, be specific (e.g., I made good use of previously learned and 
current vocabulary; I had no spelling errors; I had no mistakes with grammar (specify grammar according to 
current project—e.g., I always had correct verb endings)).  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What might you do differently next time to make it even better?  Again, be specific (e.g., I will spend 
more time reviewing and proofreading to avoid careless spelling errors). 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Other comments.  How does this project relate to a real world application (e.g.,  how do you foresee using 
what you learned on this project later in your travels or life experiences?)? What did you like or dislike about 
this project? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX D NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

7 - World Languages 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/wl/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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